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    Greetings Comrades. If you’ve been in any  
organization, you know that membership is a necessary 
part in the order to maintain existence. It’s no  
different in the VFW. Every morning we get an email 
from National membership showing how the  
Department is doing. Well, Louisiana is at the bottom 
of this list, yes, I said the bottom, last, only way is up. 
Last year we burned up the membership ladder and hit 
the top!! Let’s keep the foot on the pedal and move up. 
Go visit the veteran or conduct Buddy Checks, they 
work. Go to a local retirement home, veterans are there 
waiting to talk to someone, and the most important 
thing is to make a good contact and let those veterans 
they MATTER!! Always carry an application and verify 
the veteran’s eligibility. 

    CIC Sarmiento has dropped a challenge for  
October. Each post that increases life membership and 
life installment each division will receive $500. I’m 
going to add to this. The winning post commander and 
quartermaster will be invited to a steak dinner. I’d also 
like to invite all District Commanders to beat the  
bushes to help increase membership. If a District  
Commander’s District recruits, new life, life  
installment, or retains members will also be invited to 
this steak dinner. These invites are to include spouses or 
significant others.

    I mentioned retain. When you’re reading the Lead-
ership book, you’ll see a section about ALL- State. To 
be considered for All-State, your post must have 85% 
retention. Because what good does it mean if we can’t 
keep those members coming back and maybe being an 
active member in the post. There is also something else 
in the leadership book. Membership must be over 100% 
for All-State. 

    Continue to work on the programs. This is also 
past of All-State and All-American. Membership for 
All-American is 102%. 

    I’ve been asked about the one thing I would like to 
see each VFW Member do is to read the “Podium” 
book. Why? Because it’s the bylaws and ritual book 
and it dictates everything we must do and how to  
accomplish what we do. When confronted with an 
issue, the answer is in the “Book”.

sTaTe Commander message

ron delaney
Air Force - Post 4588

    Let’s get out there and bring in the veterans and  
families and maybe help someone in need of  
companionship, comradeship or just the feeling of  
belonging to an organization again.

Nothing can beat an organization when everyone 
works together towards a common goal. 
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23-24 General Order-04
PAGES 4 - 5 ARE TO BE READ AT MEETINGS THEN POSTED

MANDATORY: 
General Orders: All material in the State General Orders is directive in nature and will be read to the  
membership at the Post regular membership meetings each month. Some of these have remained the 
same and will remain for a while longer to instill their importance to our order. New Items will 
be added to the General Order and will have some highlighted in Red areas.

ARTICLE X - RULES OF ORDER
Sec. 1001 - Rules of Order Governing All Meetings.
25. The dispensation and/or consumption of alcoholic beverages or use of smoking/vaping products in 
VFW  
meeting rooms during VFW meetings are prohibited.

Post Commanders: If you, your Quartermaster, or Adjutant do not have an email address please  
designate a member of your Post, with an email address, to disseminate information from District and 
Headquarters. Also, please ensure the Post roster is always up to date and accurate. 

Article I, Sec. 103 - Election.
Applications. After the applicant has filled out the application card, it should be provided to the Post 
Adjutant or Quartermaster, together with the dues (and admission fee, if applicable).A receipt shall be 
given to the applicant.

An applicant may be recommended after eligibility has been fully determined by the Post Reviewing 
Committee. With respect to a Department Member-at-Large, the National Organization and/or the  
Department Headquarters will be responsible for eligibility determination.

The original application of every member will be retained on file with the Adjutant. Balloting on  
Applications. Before voting on the application during a Post meeting, the Commander shall allow the 
members present an opportunity to state their objections, if any, to the admission of the applicant.  
Unless one member present shall request a written ballot, a vote shall be taken and a majority of the 
votes cast shall decide acceptance or rejection of the application.

WEARING OF HATS: Attention of Commanders, at all levels, are directed to action of the National 
Council of Administration prohibiting the wearing of VFW sport caps and/or western style caps at VFW 
meetings in place of the regulation cap of the VFW official uniform as set forth in the National Bylaws 
and Manual of Procedure Article VIII, Section 803; Cap. A cap of the overseas type, lettered with 
VFW initials, Post numerals, state, rank of office (when applicable), and bearing the Cross of Malta  
emblem, shall be the regulation cap to be worn with or without the uniform. The color shall be green, 
shade 51. Lettering on each cap shall be in gold.

Organizational echelons will be designated by the color of the braid (piping) and letters on the caps as 
follows:

Post officers, members and Past Post Commanders -- gold braid; County Council officers and Past Coun-
ty Council Commanders -- bright blue braid; District officers, except District Commanders and Past Dis-
trict Commanders -- bright green braid; Department officers and Past Department officers, Conference 
officers and Past Conference officers, and District Commanders and Past District Commanders -- bright 
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red braid; National officers and Past Commanders-in-Chief -- silver braid.

The National Council of Administration may designate other colors or color combinations of the cap, 
braid and lettering to be worn on the caps of All-American and All- State honorees, life members and 
aides-de-camp. Past Commanders-in-Chief and National officers with a Council vote, other than Na-
tional District Council Members, may wear white caps with gold lettering and braid.

Regulation caps shall be worn by elected and appointed officers at all official meetings. Uniforms. Sub-
ject to the approval of the sponsoring units, color guards, drill teams and similar units may adopt op-
tional uniforms and campaign hats, berets, helmets or other headgear for wear at parades, assemblies 
and similar events and at official functions in the performance of duties. Headgear shall be uniform for 
all members of the unit. If organizational emblems are worn on VFW Color Guard Headgear, one of them 
must be the Cross of Malta.

and VFW Ritual;

General Rule 13, (a) All members who are able will stand during the offering of the prayers; (b) members 
will follow the action of the Chaplain or presiding officer relative to removal of caps during prayers; if 
uncovering, the hat shall be placed on the extended closed fingers of the right hand in such a way that 
the Cross of Malta is exposed and held over the heart; (c) official caps will not be worn during luncheons, 
banquets or other meals; (d) Official caps will be the only head covering allowed to be worn at regular 
meetings of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States.

         BY COMMAND OF
         RON DELANEY
         STATE COMMANDER

 OFFICIAL:

 
 Mitchell R. Cota, PSC
 State Adjutant



District 7 Meeting
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COMMANDER’S CHALLENGE

This membership year has started strong, and we want to keep that 
momentum going! To encourage long-term success, Commander-
in-Chief Duane Sarmiento has issued a special challenge to all our 

VFW Posts to increase our Life Membership during October!

This contest will count all members of a Post who make a full one-time payment for Life Membership and/or complete processing for 
the Automatic Payment Plan for Installment Life Membership between October 1 and October 31, 2023. Applications and payments 
processed online before close of business will be credited that day, payments and applications made through the mail will be processed 

when received. Questions about this or other membership programs can be sent to membership@vfw.org.

Throughout the month of October, the Commander-
in-Chief has challenged us to build a stable and 
strong membership foundation for the future, and 
one of the best ways to accomplish this is through 
Life Membership.

The Post in each membership division that has the 
most New, Reinstated, and Upgraded Life and Life 
Installment members during October will receive a 
$500 cash award plus a CIC Medallion set!

This challenge will count any VFW member who either pays the full amount for a Life 
membership or who makes the initial $45 payment and enters into the Automatic 
Payment Plan to make Installment payments for a Life membership during the 
month of October 2023. 

Remember that when processing a member online for the Installment Plan, they 
MUST check their email and click the link to complete their entry into the Automatic 
Payment Plan! Without that, their upgrade cannot be processed!

When we talk about the strength of our membership, our Life 
Members are a solid part of establishing that membership base. 
When they make a commitment to the VFW for Life, it helps our 

ranks grow and encourages everyone to join them and
MEET THE CHALLENGE!
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District Meeting/Workshop District Meeting/Workshop District Convention

District 2
August 26, 2023

District Meeting
Meetings place:  
Post 3267
1133 Hickory Ave., Harahan, LA 70123
Registration 9am  
Meetings 10am

District 2
January 13, 2024

District Meeting
Meetings place:  
Post 3750---
140 Angus Dr., Luling, LA 70070
Registration 9am  
Meetings 10am

District 2
May 4, 2024

District Convention
Meetings place:  
Post 3750
140 Angus Dr., Luling, LA 70070
Registration 9am  
Meetings 10am

District 3
August 26, 2023

School of Instruction
Meetings place:  
Post 5097
1004 Tiger Dr., Thibodaux, LA 70302 
Registration 9am-10am.  
Sessions start at 10am.  
Lunch 12pm.  ($8)

District 3
 January 13, 2024

Business/Awards
Meetings place:  
Post 5097
1004 Tiger Dr., Thibodaux, LA 70302
Registration 9am-10am.  
Sessions start at 10am.  
Lunch 12pm.  ($8)

District 3
April 20, 2024

Business/Elections
Meetings place:  
Post 5097
1004 Tiger Dr., Thibodaux, LA 70302 
Registration 9am-10am.  
Sessions start at 10am.  
Lunch 12pm.  ($8)

District 4
August 19, 2023

Workshop Following C of A
Meeting place:
Post 9822
120 VFW Road, Duson, LA 70529
Registration - 9:00 a.m.
Joint Opening - 10:00 a.m.
Lunch - 12:00 p.m.
VFW/Aux Business Session - 1 pm

District 4
November 18, 2023

Programs
Meeting place:
Post 4158
102 Jimmy C Vorhoff Jr Dr. 
Abbeville LA 70510
Registration - 9:00 a.m.
Joint Opening - 10:00 a.m.
Lunch - 12:00 p.m.
VFW/Aux Business Session - 1 pm

District 4
February 10, 2024

Mid-Year Update/Awards
Meeting place:
Post 1982
1907 Jefferson Terrace Blvd., New Iberia, LA 
70562 
Registration - 9:00 a.m.
Joint Opening - 10:00 a.m.
Lunch - 12:00 p.m.
VFW/Aux Business Session - 1 pm

District 4
April 13th

Elections
Meeting place:
Post 4158
102 Jimmy C Vorhoff Jr Dr. 
Abbeville LA 70510
Registration - 9:00 a.m.
Joint Opening - 10:00 a.m.
Lunch - 12:00 p.m.
VFW/Aux Business Session - 1 pm

District Meetings
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District 5
September 9, 2023

District Meeting
Meetings place:  
Post 3802
5416 Hwy 27 S., De Quincy, LA 70633 
Registration 9am-10am.  
Sessions start at 10am.  
Lunch 12pm.  ($?)

District 5
November 12, 2023

District Meeting
Meetings place:  
Post 9854
2292 Highway 109 S, Vinton, LA 70668 
Registration 1pm  
Sessions start at 2pm.  
Lunch 12pm.  ($?)

District 5
April 20, 2024

District Convention
Meetings place:  
Post 7321
2668 Hwy 171 North, Lake Charles, LA 70611 
Registration 9am-10am.  
Sessions start at 10am.  
Lunch 12pm.  ($?)

District 7
August 19, 2023

District Meeting
Meetings place:  
Post 8971
3809 Highway 190, Eunice, LA 70535
Registration 9am.  
Meeting start at 10am.  
Lunch 12pm.  ($8)

District 7
October 28, 2023

District Meeting
Meetings place:  
Post 2484
123 N Liberty St., Opelousas, LA 70570
Registration 9am.  
Meeting start at 10am.  
Lunch 12pm.  ($8)

District 7
May 18, 2024

District Meeting
Meetings place:  
Post 5153
1020 VFW Drive, Arnaudville, LA 70512
Registration 9am.  
Meeting start at 10am.  
Lunch 12pm.  ($8)

District 8
September 9, 2023

District Meeting
Meetings place:  
Post 3784
13214 S Choctaw Dr., Baton Rouge LA 70815 
Registration 9am-10am.  
Sessions start at 10am.  
Lunch 12pm.  ($7)

District 8
January 13, 2024

District Meeting
Meetings place:  
Post 3693
42430 Church Point Rd., Gonzales, LA 70737 
Registration 9am-10am.  
Sessions start at 10am.  
Lunch 12pm.  ($7)

District 8
April 27, 2024

Nomination and Elections
Meetings place:  
Post 4224
3215 Ben Williams Lane, Baker, LA 70714 
Registration 9am-10am.  
Sessions start at 10am.  
Lunch 12pm.  ($7)

District 9
September 16, 2023

District Meeting
Meetings place:  
Post 8290
28000 Main St., Lacombe, LA 70445
Registration 9am 
Sessions start at 10am  
Breakout 11am

District 9
January 20, 2024

District Meeting
Meetings place:  
Post 3652
15800 Demarco Lane., Hammond, LA 70403
Registration 9am 
Sessions start at 10am  
Breakout 11am

District 9
April 20, 2024

District Convention
Meetings place:  
Post 8720
21470 Mire Dr., Abita Springs, LA 70420
Registration 9am 
Sessions start at 10am  
Breakout 11am

District Meetings
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District 10
September 16, 2023

District Meeting
Meetings place:  
Post 3841
2471 Leglise St., Mansura, LA 71350
Registration 10am 
Sessions start at 10:30am  
Lunch 12pm.  ($10 Donation)

District 10
February 17, 2024

District Meeting
Meetings place:  
Post 8852
2419 3rd St., Alexandria, LA 71302
Registration 10am 
Sessions start at 10:30am  
Lunch 12pm.  ($10 Donation)

District 10
May 18, 2024

District Meeting
Meetings place:  
Post 3139
412 Elmo S., Marksville, LA 71351
Registration 10am 
Sessions start at 10:30am  
Lunch 12pm.  ($10 Donation)

District 11
August 26, 2023

District Meeting
Meeting place:
Post 5442 (Farmerville)
100 Hudson Rd., Farmerville LA 71241
Registration/meet & greet 10:30am 
Meeting 11am: 

District 11
January 13, 2024 

District Meeting
Meeting place:
Post 3615 (Ruston)
200 E. Mississippi Ave., Ruston LA 71270
Registration/meet & greet 10:30am 
Meeting 11am: 

District 11
May 4, 2024 

District Convention
Meeting place:
Post 1809 (Monroe)
1499 Highway 594, Monroe LA 71203
Registration/meet & greet 10:30am 
Meeting 11am: 

District 12
September 9, 2023

District Meeting
Meetings place:  
Post 5187
860 Dahlia Vines St., Zwolle, LA 71486
Registration 9am 
Lunch  ($10)

District 12
January 20, 2024

District Meeting
Meetings place:  
Post 4588
1004 Jeter St., Bossier City, LA 71111
Registration 9am   
Lunch  ($10)

District 12
May 11, 2024

District Convention
Meetings place:  
Post 5951
1315 Northgate Road, Bossier City, LA 71112
Registration 9am 
Lunch  ($10)

District Meetings

Future Dates to reMeMber 

July 27 - August 1, 2024 - National Convention, Louisville, KY

August 9 -14, 2025 - National Convention, Columbus, OH

August 15 - 20, 2026 - National Convention, Salt Lake City, UT

July 31 - August 54, 2027 - National Convention, Milwaukee, WI

August 5 - 10, 2028 - National Convention, San Antonio, TX
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    I hope this article finds all of you well. I look forward 
to seeing many of you at your post and district meetings. 
I will be attending meetings to learn more about my  
fellow comrades and determine if I can help you in any 
way. Please let me know if you have anything that I can 
help do. If any of you are interested in serving on a  
committee at the state level, now is the time to let  
me know.

    By now each of you should have submitted for your 
post bonds. According to the By Laws, it is not just your 
Quartermaster who needs to be bonded. The Bylaws state 
that “Each officer accountable for funds or property  
pursuant to any provision of these Bylaws shall be  
bonded with an indemnity company as surety in a sum at 
least equal to the amount of the liquid assets for which, 
so far as can be anticipated, they may be accountable.” I 
hope each of you have submitted all required bonds.

    According to the Commander duties, commanders 
shall “Be an ex-officio member of all committees.” What 
does this mean? The commander shall be a member of 
the committee and have the same rights as other members 
of the committee, unless your post Bylaws state some-
thing different. The same rule applies to the Chairman 
of the committee. Your Bylaws should determine if the 
Chairman is elected or appointed. If the Chairman is 
elected, then an elected officer cannot hold that position. 
If you have any questions about this rule, feel free to call 
me or another state officer.

    Hopefully, all posts have sent requests for your  
Americanism, Patriot Pen, and Voice of Democracy to 
your schools (public, private and home), and other  
locations like local papers or social media. The due date 
for the program entries is 31 October to the post. Please 
check your due dates for district and state so you don’t 
miss out on participating in the programs. If a student 
took the time to complete and submit an entry, we owe it 
to them to do our due diligence to get the entry forwarded 
to the next level. These programs are dear to my heart 
because if we don’t teach students about patriotism and 
Americanism at a young age, we will lose the opportunity 
for them to learn.

    Lastly, I want to discuss what commemorative dates 
the Bylaws tell us that each post shall observe. According 
to the Bylaws each post shall arrange to observe  

sTaTe sr. ViCe Commander’s message

debbie mCelhannon
Army - Post 9854

Future Dates to reMeMber 

 June 27 - 30, 2024 - State Convention
    Alexandria, LA

Memorial Day, Veterans Day, Flag Day, and  
Loyalty Day, as well as commemorating other dates 
listed in the Ritual. The Bylaws also go into more 
detail about Memorial Day observances. The post 
should place suitable grave markers, wreaths, and 
flags on the graves of deceased members.

    I hope you have a wonderful and successful  
program year. We can only achieve the State  
program year goals, with your assistance. We must 
work as a team to ensure the VFW Department of 
Louisiana has a successful year and we continue to 
improve.
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Comrades,

    It was great seeing Posts across Louisiana honoring  
Prisoners of War and those Missing in Action!  Thank 
you for recognizing and honoring our Comrades.  Nearly 
81,000 service members remain missing from WWII, 
the Korean War, the Vietnam War, the Cold War, and the 
Gulf Wars/Other conflicts.  Let’s continue to our efforts to 
bring recognition until all our comrades come back home.  

    Reminder:  Americanism, Patriot’s Pen, & Voice of 
Democracy entries are due to Posts by October 31, 2023.  
Good luck and hope to see all Posts participate this year.  

    For all you gamers, the VFW launched its Combat  
Tested Gaming!  To kick off this exciting endeavor,  
Combat Tested Gaming debut season will feature leagues 
for popular competitive video games Call of Duty,  
Warzone and Rocket League.  League winners will go on 
to compete in the 2024 VFW National E-Gaming  
Championship that will be livestreamed from the 125th 
National Convention.  This could be a great recruiting 
tool.  

“The greatest leader is not necessarily the one who does 
the greatest things. He is the one that gets the people to 
do the greatest things.”– President Ronald Reagan

sTaTe Jr. ViCe Commander’s message

James m. PresTenbaCk
Army - Post 3665
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sTaTe adJuTanT’s message

Comrades,
 
This month I was asked by Commander Delaney to 
represent him and the Department at District 10’s 
meeting.  I was honored to represent and reconnect 
with old friends, a fellow Air Force Security  
veteran, and hopefully made a few new connections 
and friends along the way.
 
I listened to each Post Commander as they rose and 
delivered their reports. Not much has changed since 
my time going up and out of the Department chairs 
of leadership. Posts are losing members faster than 
we can replace them, either from their passing or 
just simply no longer able to participate the way 
they once used to or would like to. A push to get 
the Department’s programs done or trying to find 
enough comrades to handle them at the Post and 
District levels to their completion is another  
problem that we face each year. This is a fact and 
unfortunately a fact that we have been fighting for 
a long time. Since 2008, when I first became active 
within our Department and the VFW, it just seems 
to be the battle that never ends. 
 
So, as I did at District 10 meeting, I am asking  
everyone to reach out to your communities in  
different ways, and some of you may have already 
tried these, and if you have, to try it once again. 
The people you asked before that said no may no 
longer be there. Check with other organizations to 
see if they have bulletin boards in the buildings, like 
Churches, groceries stores, barber shops, anywhere 
that may have one and are willing to let you put up 
an advertisement or sign in their establishment. 
Ensure it states your meeting day, time, and point 
of contact and phone number. 
 
You can also go to the National Website to  
customize and print recruitment posters, with your 
Post contact info after logging in to the site; go to 
VFW Training and Support page, then  
Membership Recruiting & Retention page, then 
down to Promotional Materials, and click on the 
blue highlighted Visit the new Media Room to 
access and download resources. Customize the one 
that best suits your Post. It is something new to try 
and you may find some new members.

miTChell r. CoTa, PsC
Air Force - Post 3750
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    Happy October one and all, let’s not get spooked about 
our standing in the Membership rankings, take a stance 
and check on all the ghosts and goblins on those Unpaid 
Lists and work to get them back to current status. CIC 
Sarmiento has set the bar at 102% for 2023-2024, let us 
not be one of the Departments that do not reach or  
surpass the goal.
    Now for Council news, I continue to send each of the 
District Commanders a weekly update for them to share 
with the Posts Commanders in order for the  
information to trickle down to you the members. If you as 
a Post Commander or a Post Member are not getting this 
information let me know and I will contact your District 
Commander and see where the problem lies. Below is 
an update from our Adjutant General Dan West on a few 
items that National is working on:
    “This last week VFW Commander-in -Chief Duane 
Sarmiento, Sr. Vice Al Lipphardt, Jr. Vice Carol  
Whitmore, Quartermaster General Marc Garduno, and 
myself along with each Department’s Legislative  
Committee had a very successful time in Washington, 
D.C., meeting with elected representatives about several 
key priorities including active-duty Transition Assistance 
Programs, Claim Sharks, and Veteran Suicide. Many 
thanks to our Washington, D.C., Legislative Services 
staff led by Legislative Director Pat Murray for the many 
hours of advance work they did to make this event suc-
cessful. 
    I would like to remind all Commands that the mini-
mum membership goal this year is 102%. Your national 
membership department stands ready to assist you with 
any questions or resources you have or need. We already 
have several Posts that have reached this goal and con-
gratulations to them for setting the example. The main 
reason people don’t join is they have not been asked, the 
reason they may leave is that they are not asked to be 
involved.
    As a reminder we will have several issues of the VFW 
magazine that will be Digital print only starting in 2024, 
unless you contact National and specifically request a 
printed copy of the digital issue.”
    Now that we should be in full Program Mode to get 
our VOD, PP, TOY, Safety packages completed it is very 
important that Post and District Commanders follow the 
established deadline dates for each level, this can prevent 
a lot of misunderstandings and having qualified  
participants not given the opportunity to compete for the 
various awards. National establishes the guidelines for 

CommiTTeemen Corner

roberT “bobby” loVergne, PsC
National Committee Member

Air Force - Post 3750
the Department Commanders to follow, don’t put  
yourself in a situation that can be avoided follow the 
dates already established.
    Until next month, continue those buddy checks and 
start planning a Membership Recruitment event to help 
get us to that 102 mark. Finally a quote from  
Ronald Reagan that some may want to think about 
“I know in my heart that man is good, that what is 
right will always eventually triumph, and there is pur-
pose and worth to each and every life.” 
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naTional legislaTiVe CommiTyTeeman

Legislative Report September 2023

These are the key Topics from this month.  Please read 
through these and let me know your thoughts on how 
we can continue to show Louisiana, that our Elected 
Officials are committed to our Veterans.  

September 4th: 

Progress Against Claim Sharks:  New Jersey  
Governor Phil Murphy signed state legislation which 
makes it a violation of the Consumer Fraud Act for 
unaccredited individuals to receive unlawful  
compensation for advising or assisting with veterans’ 
benefits. VFW Post 1333 in Neptune City hosted the 
law’s signing. “Our veterans put their lives on the line 
in service to our country and have more than earned 
the benefits for which they and their loved ones are 
eligible,” said Murphy. “We must protect veterans 
and their families from unscrupulous individuals who 
would take advantage of them by overcharging for  
assistance with those benefits. This legislation will 
help ensure these bad actors either follow all  
applicable federal standards or face the  
consequences.” Read more.

Don’t Wait to Apply for PACT Act Benefits: VFW 
Communications and Public Affairs Director Rob  
Couture, and VFW National Veterans Service Director 
Mike Figlioli participated in a Facebook Live event to 
discuss PACT Act benefits and eligibility. One clear 
message from the discussion was don’t wait to apply 
for benefits or appeal denials from previous claim 
applications. Military service in areas covered by law 
from 1955 to the present that resulted in a diagnosis 
of a presumptive condition may result in  
compensation by VA. Survivors are also encouraged 
to apply as deceased veterans may have benefits that 
extend to eligible family members.

Access Vet Center Mental Health Counseling: Vet 
Centers offer free and confidential mental health and 
readjustment counseling in communities across the 
United States and its territories. While widely known 
as a resource for veterans, they also assist eligible  
service members and families. Available  services in-
clude individual and group therapy, family and  
bereavement counseling, and referral assistance.

maTThew J. wesT, PsC
Army - Post 3619

September 11th: 

VFW Remembers 9/11: Today marks the 22nd  
anniversary of the terrorist attacks that changed 
America forever. The memories of that day are still 
vivid and raw in our nation’s heart, but the heroism 
that emerged from the rubble of the World Trade 
Center, the Pentagon, and in the air above a rural 
Pennsylvania field should inspire Americans for 
generations to come. As we remember 9/11 and the 
nearly 3,000 innocent lives lost that terrible day, the 
VFW hopes all Americans pause to reflect on those 
we lost and those who continue to sacrifice in the 
defense of freedom.

VFW Salutes Medal of Honor Recipient: Army 
pilot Capt. Larry Taylor was awarded the Medal of 
Honor by President Joe Biden in recognition of his 
heroic actions to save his fellow brothers-in-arms 
during the Vietnam War. With little regard for his 
own safety, Taylor flew into enemy fire to rescue four 
reconnaissance team members from almost certain 
death. VFW Washington Office Executive Director 
Ryan Gallucci attended the White House ceremony 
to honor Taylor. 
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Op-Ed Says Don’t Ground Veteran Pilots: A Wash-
ington Post op-ed penned by VFW Washington Office 
Executive Director Ryan Gallucci explains that using 
VA benefits or seeking physical or mental health care 
should not be an automatic disqualifier for pilots. 
This is especially true considering the industry is 
woefully understaffed and looking to the veterans’  
community to help solve the problem. Gallucci wrote 
that the VFW “respects the difficult jobs our pilots do 
every single day and believes that the FAA has a duty 
to ensure the safety of millions of Americans who 
travel every year. If people are outright lying, they 
deserve scrutiny but this is a bold accusation that 
does not align with how the VFW reads this [FAA] 
report.”

September 18th:  

VFW Fall Legislative Conference: The VFW  
National Legislative Committee members met with 
senators, representatives, and staffers in  
Washington, D.C., to discuss the VFW’s legislative 
priorities. Specific focus was given to cracking down 
on predatory claims companies, consistent access to 
VA benefit enrollment for service members, and the 
role of economic opportunity benefits in helping to 
prevent veteran suicide. The VFW will continue to 
advocate for these issues to assist service members, 
veterans, and their families. Senate Confirms New 

VA Deputy Secretary: The Senate voted to confirm 
Tanya Bradsher to be the VA deputy secretary.  
Bradsher is a 20-year Army veteran, and she will be 
the first woman to serve in this role. Senate  
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs Chairman Jon Tester 
(D-MT) released a statement in which he  
commended her record of serving. As VA Chief of 
Staff, she oversaw the implementation of the PACT 
Act. Read more.

VA End-of-Life Benefits: VA has launched a  
campaign to inform veterans and their family  
members about end-of-life benefits. Being aware 
of available benefits and services before a veteran 
passes away can help make it easier to navigate the 
process and plan ahead. Learn more about resources 
and options for yourself or your family.

VFW Urges Senator to Stop Hindering Military 
Promotions: The VFW is calling on Sen. Tommy  
Tuberville from Alabama to lift his hold on the  
routine promotion of military general and flag  
officers. VFW National Commander Duane  

Sarmiento said, “The line in the sand for the VFW is 
simple: Political disputes must be handled by  
politicians –– not within the ranks of the all-volunteer 
force. Sen. Tuberville’s hold on these routine  
promotions has consequences up and down the  
active-duty force that will take years to fix.” Read 
more.

Senate Confirms New VA Deputy Secretary: The 
Senate voted to confirm Tanya Bradsher to be the VA 
deputy secretary. Bradsher is a 20-year Army veteran, 
and she will be the first woman to serve in this role. 
Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs Chairman Jon 
Tester (D-MT) released a statement in which he  
commended her record of serving. As VA Chief of 
Staff, she oversaw the implementation of the PACT 
Act. Read more.

House Subcommittee Hearing on Education: The 
House Veterans’ Affairs Subcommittee on Economic 
Opportunity held an oversight hearing on education 
benefits for veterans. Subcommittee Chairman  
Derrick Van Orden expressed his concern with the 
impact of risk-based surveys and other administrative 
requirements imposed on schools through legislation 
over the last few years. The VFW shares his view that 
requirements established to protect student veterans 
from predatory schools have gone too far and have 
had the unintended consequence of becoming too 
burdensome for schools with limited staff and  
resources. We are concerned with the number of 
schools that are opting out of VA education benefits, 
and will continue to monitor the situation. Watch the 
hearing, which begins at the 9:09 mark.

Prevent Benefits Fraud and Hold Bad Agents  
Accountable: The VA Office of Inspector General 
seeks your help in preventing Public Disability  
Benefits Questionnaires (DBQs) fraud schemes. These 
schemes include either unaccredited agents or  
unscrupulous health care providers charging  
unjustifiable fees with promises to exaggerate a  
veteran’s medical condition to secure a higher rating 
than the evidence warrants. Know the signs and take 
action.

Respectfully,

Matthew J. West
VFW, Department of Louisiana
National Legislative Committee Member
2020-2026
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3121 2 142 1 0 11 154 230 66.96% 5 GRETNA 0 93 33.33% 76 76
3267 2 96 0 0 4 100 127 78.74% 7 HARAHAN 1 59 23.73% 27 27
3337 2 137 1 0 9 147 286 51.40% 4 LA PLACE 1 145 23.45% 139 139
3750 2 121 0 0 23 144 173 83.24% 6 LULING 4 61 57.38% 29 29
5852 2 38 0 0 11 49 71 69.01% 9 LUTCHER 0 26 42.31% 22 22
6640 2 103 0 0 9 112 155 72.26% 5 METAIRIE 0 46 32.61% 43 43
7732 2 21 0 0 1 22 25 88.00% 11 KENNER 0 8 62.50% 3 3
8973 2 233 1 0 5 239 303 78.88% 4 NEW ORLEANS 0 68 22.06% 64 64
Dist 2 2 891 3 0 73 967 1370 70.58% 4 6 506 403
3665 3 102 7 2 87 198 219 90.41% 7 RACELAND 0 89 85.39% 21 21
4222 3 61 0 0 13 74 100 74.00% 8 MORGAN CITY 0 28 50.00% 26 26
4752 3 50 0 0 22 72 84 85.71% 9 HOUMA 0 25 88.00% 12 12
5097 3 66 0 0 8 74 107 69.16% 7 THIBODAUX 0 32 25.00% 33 33
7755 3 26 0 0 7 33 42 78.57% 10 BOURG 0 16 56.25% 9 9
8538 3 46 1 0 7 54 96 56.25% 8 LAROSE 0 40 25.00% 42 42
9608 3 22 0 0 0 22 26 84.62% 11 CHAUVIN 0 0 100.00% 4 4
12182 3 26 0 0 26 52 54 96.30% 11 PATTERSON 0 26 96.15% 2 2
Dist 3 3 399 8 2 170 579 728 79.53% 6 0 256 149
1982 4 71 2 0 41 114 115 99.13% 7 NEW IBERIA 0 39 117.95% 1 1
3793 4 19 0 0 3 22 28 78.57% 11 KAPLAN 0 9 44.44% 6 6
4158 4 21 0 0 4 25 42 59.52% 11 ABBEVILLE 0 15 33.33% 17 17
4201 4 47 0 0 2 49 74 66.22% 9 FRANKLIN 0 15 20.00% 25 25
4215 4 22 0 0 2 24 36 66.67% 11 BREAUX BRIDGE 0 10 30.00% 12 12
9210 4 48 0 0 4 52 81 64.20% 10 YOUNGSVILLE 0 37 18.92% 29 29
9822 4 113 4 0 35 152 175 86.86% 4 LAFAYETTE 0 40 60.00% 23 23
12065 4 27 0 0 2 29 46 63.04% 11 NEW IBERIA 0 12 25.00% 17 17
Dist 4 4 368 6 0 93 467 597 78.22% 6 0 177 130
2130 5 118 0 0 7 125 161 77.64% 5 LAKE CHARLES 1 37 35.14% 36 36
3106 5 506 0 1 14 521 618 84.30% 3 LEESVILLE 2 83 34.94% 97 97
3619 5 264 5 0 15 284 390 72.82% 3 DE RIDDER 1 209 23.44% 106 106
3686 5 35 0 0 0 35 43 81.40% 11 JENNINGS 1 5 20.00% 8 8
3802 5 34 0 0 1 35 47 74.47% 10 DE QUINCY 0 6 16.67% 12 12
4759 5 31 0 0 0 31 51 60.78% 11 STARKS 1 18 16.67% 20 20
7321 5 121 0 1 2 124 156 79.49% 6 LAKE CHARLES 0 32 21.88% 32 32
9854 5 74 0 0 3 77 104 74.04% 8 VINTON 0 41 21.95% 27 27
12203 5 13 0 0 0 13 24 54.17% KINDER 0 9 33.33% 11 11
Dist 5 5 1196 5 2 42 1245 1594 78.11% 4 6 440 349
2483 7 24 2 0 1 27 40 67.50% 11 OPELOUSAS 0 14 50.00% 13 13
3803 7 53 0 0 4 57 68 83.82% 9 VILLE PLATTE 0 9 55.56% 11 11
5153 7 81 1 1 10 93 131 70.99% 7 ARNAUDVILLE 0 42 40.48% 38 38
6720 7 42 0 0 7 49 67 73.13% 8 CROWLEY 0 19 42.11% 18 18
8678 7 12 0 0 2 14 22 63.64% 11 PORT BARRE 0 10 40.00% 8 8
8971 7 96 2 0 8 106 197 53.81% 6 EUNICE 0 63 23.81% 91 91
9903 7 28 1 0 3 32 55 58.18% 10 CHURCH POINT 0 24 16.67% 23 23
Dist 7 7 336 6 1 35 378 580 65.17% 6 0 181 202
3693 8 157 10 1 9 177 206 85.92% 7 GONZALES 2 53 37.74% 29 29
3766 8 12 0 0 6 18 37 48.65% 11 DONALDSONVILLE 0 23 21.74% 19 19
3784 8 138 0 0 4 142 177 80.23% 5 BATON ROUGE 1 31 19.35% 35 35
3785 8 8 0 0 2 10 29 34.48% 11 ADDIS 0 16 12.50% 19 19
4224 8 64 2 0 3 69 113 61.06% 7 BAKER 0 43 11.63% 44 44
7017 8 37 4 2 34 77 104 74.04% 9 DENHAM SPRINGS 1 47 78.72% 27 27
11169 8 52 0 0 3 55 68 80.88% 10 BATON ROUGE 0 12 41.67% 13 13
Dist 8 8 468 16 3 61 548 734 74.66% 6 4 225 186
3652 9 67 9 0 13 89 133 66.92% 9 HAMMOND 2 22 50.00% 44 44
5735 9 89 1 0 12 102 139 73.38% 7 SLIDELL 0 45 31.11% 37 37
7196 9 27 0 0 0 27 35 77.14% 11 FRANKLINTON 0 6 0.00% 8 8
7286 9 64 0 0 5 69 86 80.23% 10 COVINGTON 0 22 27.27% 17 17
8290 9 80 0 0 7 87 109 79.82% 8 LACOMBE 0 35 25.71% 22 22
8720 9 114 2 0 13 129 199 64.82% 6 ABITA SPRINGS 0 89 22.47% 70 70
Dist 9 9 441 12 0 50 503 701 71.75% 6 2 219 198
1736 10 324 6 0 6 336 366 91.80% 3 ALEXANDRIA 3 16 43.75% 30 30
1962 10 36 0 0 7 43 51 84.31% 10 NATCHITOCHES 0 17 58.82% 8 8
3139 10 51 0 0 8 59 80 73.75% 10 MARKSVILLE 2 37 40.54% 21 21
3841 10 11 0 0 1 12 25 48.00% 11 MANSURA 0 8 12.50% 13 13
5002 10 33 0 0 4 37 52 71.15% 11 JENA 0 13 38.46% 15 15
7643 10 30 0 0 3 33 45 73.33% 11 SIMMESPORT 0 11 36.36% 12 12
8852 10 87 0 0 1 88 107 82.24% 8 ALEXANDRIA 0 22 27.27% 19 19

Dist 10 10 572 6 0 30 608 726 83.75% 6 5 124 118
1809 11 88 4 0 9 101 153 66.01% 8 MONROE 1 55 36.36% 52 52
3155 11 47 0 0 3 50 74 67.57% 9 WINNSBORO 0 19 15.79% 24 24
3375 11 48 0 0 6 54 69 78.26% 9 RAYVILLE 0 21 28.57% 15 15
3615 11 77 1 0 2 80 105 76.19% 8 RUSTON 0 18 22.22% 25 25
3977 11 15 1 0 4 20 31 64.52% 11 OAK GROVE 0 13 30.77% 11 11
3993 11 22 0 0 0 22 28 78.57% 11 WEST MONROE 0 4 25.00% 6 6
4317 11 50 0 0 5 55 95 57.89% 9 JONESBORO 2 43 23.26% 40 40
5442 11 67 0 0 3 70 82 85.37% 8 FARMERVILLE 0 28 25.00% 12 12

Dist 11 11 414 6 0 32 452 637 70.96% 6 3 201 185
2885 12 28 0 0 2 30 56 53.57% 11 MINDEN 0 23 8.70% 26 26
4586 12 22 1 1 1 25 31 80.65% 11 MANSFIELD 0 7 28.57% 6 6
4588 12 275 5 0 10 290 322 90.06% 4 BOSSIER CITY 1 61 27.87% 32 32
4858 12 20 0 0 1 21 31 67.74% 11 MANY 0 2 50.00% 10 10
5187 12 46 2 0 4 52 73 71.23% 11 ZWOLLE 1 9 66.67% 21 21
5951 12 466 5 0 35 506 702 72.08% 3 BOSSIER CITY 0 48 33.33% 196 196
7287 12 23 0 0 4 27 48 56.25% 11 COUSHATTA 0 24 37.50% 21 21

Dist 12 12 880 13 1 57 951 1263 75.30% 5 2 174 312
15019 99 1147 25 2 55 1229 1511 81.34% 1 BATON ROUGE 12 % 282
Dept 7112 106 11 698 7927 10441 75.92% 4 State Totals 40 2503 2514

1374 471 308 69 10 0

0 2514
10 Membership % Required 5 or less 6-10 11-20 21-30 over 31 total
69 10 69 308 471 1,374 2,232
308 1 to 10 1 to 20 20 or up 2,232
471 79 387 1845
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0
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9
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3,021.00$                 
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28-Sep-23

0 posts are 100%/+
4 posts need 5 or less

9 posts need 6 - 10
21 posts need 11 - 20
19 posts need 21 - 30

22 posts need 31 or more

Required by 
day By Date

Membership Status for September 2023
Form

Matthew J. West, PSC, Membership Chairman 23-24
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POW/MIA RecOveRed

--Army Sgt. 1st Class James L. Dorrance, 20, of 
Omaha, Nebraska, was a member of B Battery, 82nd 
Anti-Aircraft Artillery–Automatic Weapons  
Battalion, Division Artillery, 2nd Infantry Division, 
Eighth Army. He was reported missing in action on 
Dec. 1,1950, and to have died on March 17, 1951. 
He will be buried in his hometown on a date to be 
determined. Read about Dorrance.

--Army Air Forces 2nd Lt. Max E. Dailey, 21, of 
Cherokee, Iowa, served with the 409th  
Bombardment Squadron, 93rd Bombardment Group, 
9th Air Force. He went missing in action on Aug. 1, 
1943. He will be buried in Charles City, Iowa, on a 
date to be determined. Read about Dailey.

--Army Cpl. Lewis W. Hill, 18, of Detroit,  
Michigan, was a member of L Company, 3rd  
Battalion, 34th Infantry Regiment, 24th Infantry  
Division. He went missing in action on July 20, 1950. 
The Army issued a presumptive finding of death on 
Dec. 31, 1953. He will be buried in Imlay City,  
Michigan, on a date to be determined. Read about 
Hill.

--Army Staff Sgt. Max W. Thurston, 19, of Flint, 
Michigan, was assigned to Company B, 1st  
Battalion, 109th Infantry Regiment, 28th Infantry 
Division. He was reported killed in action on Nov. 6, 
1944. He will be buried in Holly, Michigan, on a date 
to be determined. Read about Thurston.

--Army Tech Sgt. Leonard J. Dettloff, 26, of  
Detroit, Michigan, was assigned to Company M, 
3rd Battalion, 12th Infantry Regiment, 4th Infantry 
Division. He was killed in action on Nov. 10, 1944. 
He will be buried in Holly, Michigan, on a date to be 
determined. Read about Dettloff.

--Army Cpl. James A. Hurt, 25, of East St. Louis,  
Illinois, was a member of the 17th Pursuit  
Squadron, 24th Pursuit Group, Army Air Forces. He 
was reported captured on April 9, 1942. Interment 
services are pending. Read about Hurt.

A fallen veteran returning home with 
Military Honors.



State Commander Ron Delaney, places the Post Commander All American Team 
Cap on Post Commander Larry Simmons during the District 9 meeting held at Post 
8290 in Lacombe, LA.

disTriCT 9 meeTing

District Commander Jason Kahl present as State Commander Ron Delaney 
presents Posy Commander Larry Simmons with his All American Award for 
the 2022-2023 year.
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VFW PROGRAMS DEADLINE DATES 

Smart/Maher Citizenship Education Teacher Award 

*October 31, Entries to the Post
November 15, Completion of Post judging
December 15, Completion of District judging
*February 1, Department winners and reports due to National (to guarantee receipt for Department
Convention presentation)

Voice of Democracy and Patriot’s Pen 
*October 31, Student entries to the Post
November 15, Completion of Post judging
December 15, Completion of District judging
January 10, Completion of Department judging
January 15, District participation reports due to Department Chairmen

*January 15, Department winners due to National
*January 31, Department reports due to National

Scout of the Year 
*March 1, Scout entries to the Post
*April 1, Post entries to Department Scouting Chairman or Department HQs
*May 1, Department entry to National from Department Scouting Chairman or Department HQs

Community Service 
*April 30, Post Special Project & Fred C. Hall Award Submission (Department to National)
*April 30, National Outstanding Community Service Post Submission(s) (Department to National)
*June 30, Community Service Reports Deadline

Public Servant National Award (Law Enforcement, Firefighter, Emergency Services) 
January 1, Nominations due (from Post to Department) 
*February 1, (to guarantee receipt for Department Convention presentation), Nominations due from
Department to National

National Certificate of Recognition 
April 1 (to guarantee receipt for Department Convention presentation), List due to National from 
Department 

*Required deadline (by VFW National Headquarters.) All other deadlines are suggested, and can 
be internally set at the discretion of the VFW Department leadership. Post Chairmen, be sure to 
communicate with your District Chairmen to find out their official deadlines, and District 
Chairmen need to communicate with their Department Chairmen to find out their deadlines. 

Updated  8 /1/2022
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DEPARTMENT OF LOUISIANA, VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS 

PLEASE DISREGARD ANY OTHER BUDDY POPPY ORDER FORMS! THESE ARE 
THE PRICES YOU WILL BE CHARGED!!!! 

DISTRICT # ____________ DATE: __________________ 
POST #__________________ 
AUXILIARY # __________  

BUDDY POPPY ORDER FORM 

 MAIL TO:  VFW DEPT. OF LOUISIANA ALL CHECKS ARE TO BE MADE  
10185 MAMMOTH AVE.    PAYABLE TO “VFW DEPT. OF LA” 
BATON ROUGE, LA 70814 

GRAND TOTAL:____________ 

SHIP POPPIES TO: ____________________________________________________ TITLE: _____________________ 
STREET ADDRESS: (PHYSICAL ADDRESS – NO -- P.O. BOXES!) 
___________________________________________________________________________________  

CITY: ____________________________________STATE: ____________ ZIP: ____________ 

FOR DEPARTMENT USE ONLY: 
__________ QUANTITY ORDERED FROM NATIONAL – DATE _____________ 

__________ QUANTITY SHIPPED FROM DEPT HQ           DATE _____________ 

 DATE RECEIVED ______________ CHECK # ______________     CHECK AMOUNT___________________ 

QUANTITY: ITEM: PRICE: TOTAL: 
BUDDY POPPIES    Per 1,000 $275.00 $ 

       Per 500 $137.50 $ 

SUB-TOTAL= 

Please allow 10-12 weeks for processing!

All other VFW Buddy Poppy supplies may be purchased directly from the VFW Store Online by 
visiting their website www.vfwstore.org. See list of other Buddy Poppy Items and Product Codes 

that VFW Store Offers
ITEM NAME:
Buddy Poppy Coin Canisters                       A9703

ITEM #:

Buddy Poppy Posters                                    09701
Buddy Poppy Volunteer Buttons              09705

Visit the VFW Store website listed above to order and view more items offered!


